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Philippians 4.4-7 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. 
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Last Monday the Prime Minister presented the long awaited roadmap for the easing of 
the current national lockdown. The roadmap, which was widely leaked over the 
weekend by the media, has generally been well received by many people. The plan is to 
have most restrictions eased by 21 June 2021 [data permitting] so life can return to 
“normality”. For some, of course, the easing is too fast. For others, especially with a 
vaccine, it is far too slow. There are of course inconsistencies and anomalies within the 
roadmap which, I trust, will be ironed out.  

 

The overall question though is: What now? As a nation we have been subjected to 
restrictions of one form or another for nearly a year.  Restrictions will continue until 21 
June 2021. Our behaviours have changed over the past year. People turn away from you 
or cross the road as you approach them in the street. Government advertising campaigns 
encourage us to behave as though we have the virus. A climate of fear, suspicion and 
blame has been exacerbated.  The polarising of society has continued. How are we 
going to respond once those restrictions have been eased? What will normality look 
like? The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have called the church to be humbler, 
simpler and bolder.  

 

There are many questions but very few clear answers. When we come to reconstruct or 
rebuild Emmanuel I suspect that it will neither look nor feel the same. As we look to 
recover from the virus I believe that we will need time to process what has happened. To 
pray, to reflect, to lament, to seek guidance and wisdom as we move forwards. I believe 
that God is nudging us to pray. I was really encouraged by those who committed to 
praying for 1 hour over a 24 hour period a coupe, of weeks ago. Around 90 people signed 
up and we suspect that many more prayed. This week we have started a second prayer 
course focusing on unanswered prayer. We will try and build on this over the next few 
weeks. To seek after the Lord, to pray in very situation and discern where He is leading 
and guiding us.  

Yours                   

 
 

 
 
 
 

Revd Michael Broadley  


