
 
 
 
17 March 2020  
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
As I am sure that you are aware we are living in unprecedented times at the 
moment.  Yesterday, 16 March 2020, the Government significantly stepped up its 
measures to counter the threat of COVID-19. These measures will now have a 
dramatic effect on how we lead our lives for at least the next few weeks. I now 
need to update you with respect to Emmanuel and the steps that we are taking 
to ensure that we keep connected with one another in Christ. 
 
Worship 
At lunchtime today the Archbishop’s of Canterbury and York announced the 
suspension of all gathered worship in the Church of England. This means that 
there will no longer be services or any activities at Emmanuel for the foreseeable 
future. Whilst this is disappointing, as well as inevitable, we will be making a short 
30 minute service available online each Sunday from 8am. There will be a 
mixture of prayer, bible reading, sermon and liturgy which will be led and 
delivered by Steve and myself. There will also be some song suggestions that 
will accompany the service. This service will stay online all day however we 
would like to encourage you to take part in the service at the same you would 
normally worship at Emmanuel. We will also upload a 2 minute thought for the 
day each morning. There will be links to both of these services.  
 
We will try and maintain a pattern of daily prayer at 8.30am at Emmanuel as well 
as make the building available for private prayer and reflection.  
 
 
Personal Care 
It is really important that we look after ourselves at this time and make sure that 
we stay connected with one another. We need to play our part in minimising the 
spread of the virus as well as looking out for those who are most vulnerable, 
especially those who have self-isolated. There may also be many of you who will 
experience financial difficulty as well as other hardships. If you know of people 
who are in this category then please let us know.  
 
 
Pastoral Care          
The Pastoral Team met today to explore how we look after members of our 
congregation. We would like to keep in contact with as many people in 
Emmanuel as possible over this period and are concerned that no-one falls 
through the net. If you are a Community Leader I would be grateful if you could 
email the names of the members of your community to the office as soon as 
possible. The office email address is: office@emmanuel-loughborough.org Once 
we know who is in a Community, we will identify those who are not and make 
time to maintain regular contact. Whilst the responsibility for general pastoral 
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care falls to the Community, if anyone in your Community is struggling then 
please let us know via the office.   
 
 
Care within our Community 
As I have already mentioned, this virus will affect all of us in some way shape or 
form. We will be emailing out cards that you can give to your neighbours where 
you can offer help with everyday tasks like shopping etc.  
 
Project 5000 will continue for the time being as a “takeaway service” as well as 
distributing food parcels. I would love for us to support Project 5000 by buying a 
little extra non-perishable food so we can continue to supply food parcels.  
 
The Headteacher of Loughborough Church of England School is also going to 
distribute food parcels to those families who qualify for free school meals, on a 
weekly basis.   Again if you could supply some non-perishable food that would 
be great. We will leave boxes in the foyer of the church to collect the food. The 
front door will be unlocked.  
 
If you can offer any general help at this time then please contact the office so we 
can build up and draw upon a pool of resourceful people.  
 
 
Prayer and Hope 
And finally {and primarily} can I encourage you to be prayerful and hopeful at this 
time. In times of uncertainty we can wonder what is “going on”.  Despite living in 
unprecedented times we know that we can trust in God and his Son Jesus Christ 
to strengthen and sustain us by the power of His Holy Spirit. We can also offer 
the hope that we have in Christ by our words and actions to a world in desperate 
need of meaning and purpose.  
 
 
Yours in Christ 
 
    

         
 
Revd Michael Broadley 


