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Reconciled by Christ | Colossians 1:21-23 

 
Hello. My name is Kat, and we’re continuing our series looking at 
Colossians in bitesize chunks, or perhaps it’s more like small nibbles as 
we’ve heard just these 3 verses read from towards the end of chapter 
1.  
I have to say, I’m really quite excited to be talking about these verses, 
they are some of my favourite verses because in such a short space of 
this letter, Paul, the author, drops in some of the greatest themes in 
theology, in the Christian faith. And what this bit of his letter to the 
Colossian church has to say is quite simply mind-blowingly awesome.  
So. Before I get carried away, let me just pray for us all.  
Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God and the one through whom we are 
reconciled to the Father. Open our hearts and our minds and teach us 
more about you today. Amen.  
‘Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 
because of your evil behaviour. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s 
physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without 
blemish and free from accusation- if you continue in your faith, 
established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the 
gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed 
to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a 
servant.’  
Ok, so there are three words that I want to pick out of this in order to 
go through in more detail what Paul is saying.  

1. Alienated  
2. Reconciled  
3. Established  

These are all adjectives, words to describe the state of the Christians 
in the church in the city of Colossae. ‘Once you were alienated… now he 
has reconciled you… continue in your faith established and firm.’  
I’m highlighting these three words as a way of breaking down what 
Paul is saying in these verses. I want to look at what this perhaps meant 
for the people in the church he was writing to, and through that what 
we can learn and be encouraged by today.  
So firstly ‘once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
mind because of your evil behaviour’ 
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What sort of images does the word ‘alienated’ conjure up for you? 
Aliens- green slimy creatures? ET with his bony little torch finger? 
Some sort of microscopic life form? It was just in this news this week 
that there are possible signs of life in the atmosphere of Venus… In the 
Bible, various places in the Old Testament talk about ‘aliens’ in the 
sense of foreigners to a particular land. In the New Testament there 
are similar examples. Peter writes in his first letter ‘dear friends, I urge 
you as foreigners and exiles’ Strangers, foreigners and exiles are all 
words which give us a picture of another human being, possibly 
different from us, in a different country or place than us. In some places 
in the New Testament Christians are described as strangers in this 
world because we hold to the hope of eternal life with God as our true 
place of belonging, as in not on this earth.  
Language about aliens feels like something different though. Aliens 
aren’t human are they and although I have to admit I don’t know the 
roots of these words in the original Greek, in English there is something 
striking about reading about ourselves that once we were alienated 
from God. Aliens to God. 
As I said, an alien is wholly ‘other,’ something utterly distinct and 
different from humans. And this is significant because this is how we 
are in relation to God. We are very, very different from God. In fact, we 
could not be more different, we are like aliens. We are not God, and so 
we are, by definition, separated from God. We believe that God created 
humans with the ability to choose their own lives, make their own 
decisions and not be controlled as robots. But what does this lead to? 
It leads to alienation because we make choices that are bad. Paul 
writes ‘you were enemies in your minds because of your evil behaviour.’  
Ouch. Harsh words. I mean let’s face it, not many of us would put ‘evil’ 
at the top of our personal profile on a CV, would we? We tend to 
reserve words like evil for the few people who we judge to commit the 
most atrocious crimes. But ourselves? You? Me? We’re not evil are we?  
Well unfortunately, yes, we are. Romans 3:23 says ‘for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God.’ All have sinned. We might not 
describe ourselves as evil, but we know very well that we are selfish, 
that we don’t truly recognise God for who he is, that we forget that we 
are not God and act like we can do anything we like. This is sin. Another 
way of describing people as enemies of God, or talking about evil 
behaviour. Anything that falls short of the glory of God is against God, 
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is an enemy of God, is the opposite of good, is evil. Humans are 
alienated from God because we cannot ever be good enough to get 
near God. And the whole of the Old Testament is the story of the 
various different ways that God put into place to give humans the 
opportunity to make amends for their ‘evil behaviour.’ We don’t have 
time to go into the detail of this today, but I would encourage you to 
look into it some more and a really accessible place to start is the Bible 
Project videos on YouTube that give a good overview of the books of 
the Old Testament and trace this incredible story. We might call it 
God’s rescue mission, or God’s rescue plan.  
Ok. So it’s quite a heavy start! But verse 21 of Paul’s letter to the 
Colossian church tells them that they are evil and irrevocably 
separated from God because of their human-ness, their bad decisions, 
the fact that they constantly turn away from God. Something I’m sure 
all of us get, I know I understand it very well about myself. 
But. Thankfully there’s always a but! Verse 22, such a wonderful verse: 
‘But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death 
to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.’  
Essentially, all those other ways that God tried to reconcile his people 
to himself didn’t work. Not because they weren’t good ideas, but 
because people simply couldn’t get it right. And remember that God is 
wholly good, pure goodness. The only thing that can be in contact with 
something that pure and good is something else that is pure and good. 
And that’s not people. So there’s a real problem here. People can’t get 
close to God because they are people. God can’t get close to people 
because God is God. But what about a person who is also pure 
goodness?? What about God in the physical, and therefore 
completely, 100% human form? Jesus became ‘sinful flesh.’  
Paul doesn’t use that phrase here, but in his letter to the Roman church 
he writes ‘for what the law was powerless to do in that in was weakened 
by the sinful nature (that’s what I’ve just been explaining about how 
people couldn’t get the things right that God had put in place to allow 
for reconciliation) God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
man to be a sin offering.’ Jesus became like a sinful human. This is what 
we mean by ‘sinful flesh.’  
Now in the Bible there is often a distinction between the ‘flesh’ i.e. 
physical, bodily, humanity and the Spirit i.e. the pure goodness of God. 
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Jesus became sinful flesh, but he was without sin, he was pure 
because he is fully God.  
And when Christ’s physical body died a criminal’s death on the cross, 
this was the moment that all the evil behaviour, the sinfulness of 
humanity was overcome, overthrown. The theologian Tom Wright 
describes the cross as the ‘explosive meeting of holy God and sinful 
flesh.’ That explosive meeting (I love that phrase) resulted in all of 
humanity, actually all of creation, being reconciled to God. That 
explosive meeting was the single most loving, gracious and powerful 
act in history because God himself did all the work to reconcile the 
fallen, broken nature of creation.  
And because of that reconciliation, when God looks at us, he does not 
see our ‘evil behaviour,’ our selfish desires, our attempts to put money, 
success, relationships, status, career, even ourselves above him. He 
sees us as holy, without blemish, free from accusation. He sees us as 
pure and holy because Jesus Christ gave his physical body in our 
place.  
So. We were alienated from God. In Christ we have been reconciled. 
And then Paul gives the Colossian Christians this encouragement ‘if you 
continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the 
hope held out in the gospel.’ This incredible reconciliation we have with 
God, which we did absolutely nothing to work for; it’s a totally one-
sided reconciliation, means that we can have faith in the hope that 
Jesus has given us. But we mustn’t give up, or let our trust in that 
message fade.  
Now here’s where it’s helpful to consider a bit the context into which 
Paul was writing this letter. It was written to a small, new church in the 
city of Colossae. At that time the Ancient Near East was a veritable 
melting pot of religious and spiritual practices. Obviously there was the 
ancient Jewish faith, but additionally there were countless Greek and 
Roman gods and a whole host of different rituals and spiritualities that 
many people simply picked and chose from to make up their own 
spirituality.  
Paul wrote to this church, a new church of new Christians who had 
understood and accepted the wonderful truth of the gospel to urge 
them not to allow all these other spiritualities and other gods seep 
back into their worship. It’s hard for us to imagine the cultural context, 
but for some people the worship of Jesus was becoming just another 
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god to add to the many that a household worshipped. And Paul is 
saying no! Don’t be moved from the hope you have in the gospel. It is 
the only message that is true and trustworthy. If we skip to chapter 2:4 
of Colossians Paul says, ‘I tell you this so that no-one may deceive you 
by fine sounding arguments.’  
Now I don’t know if many Christians in Loughborough have been 
converted from ritualistic paganism, perhaps, perhaps not... But letting 
our eyes and hearts wander from the fixed mark of the cross as our 
only point of reconciliation with God to search for spiritual novelties, to 
get caught up in anxiety and fears over status, pride in ourselves and 
our achievements is something which threatens the steadfastness of 
our faith perhaps just as much as those Christians in the ancient world.  
Jesus told a parable, a story about God’s kingdom (God’s way of doing 
things) and said that it’s like someone finding a precious pearl of great 
value and understanding exactly how much it was worth, they go off 
and sell everything they own in order to be able to buy the pearl. (It’s 
in Matthew 13:45 if you want to have a look later.) What this is saying is 
that when we understand this stuff about our alienation from God and 
our incredible reconciliation with him because of Jesus, because of 
that ‘explosive meeting’ on the cross, then we’ve found the precious 
pearl. Nothing else should matter. We need to continue in our faith, 
established and firm, not moving from the hope we have in the gospel.  
This is another kind of theme to Paul’s letter which will come through 
a bit more over the next few weeks. But he is encouraging the 
Christians in the church to deepen and mature in their faith. We may 
know what it feels like to have a point or a moment of recognition 
about the wonder and joy that God’s reconciliation through Christ 
brings to our life. But it can be easy to let that fade and to let ourselves 
be pulled this way and that by so many other things. Paul says be 
established and firm. It reminds me of the story in Matthew’s gospel 
about the wise and foolish builders. One made a house on the sand 
which collapsed as soon as the waves came in and it started to rain. 
The other built a house on the rock which stood firm. Established.  
Let’s make sure that not only do we fully recognise our human nature 
as not good enough for God, and the power that there is in the 
explosive meeting of God’s pure holiness and humanity’s brokenness 
on the cross, but also that we pray, read the Bible, spend time with God 
and allow ourselves to be established in our faith.  
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One final thing. Paul wrote this letter to be read out to the church in 
Colossae. There is much we can learn from it as we read it as 
individuals, but it is also important to recognise it as a letter that was 
written to a church, and through that see how it is relevant to us as a 
church. And so, I’m going to read these verses to us as a church:  
Dear Emmanuel Church, once you were alienated from God and were 
enemies in your minds because of your evil behaviour. But now, he has 
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you 
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation- if you 
continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held 
out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been 
proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul have 
become a servant.  

 


