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Hebrews 4.12 

12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 
attitudes of the heart. 

Donald Trump stood on the steps of John the Baptist Church, just around the corner 
from the White House at a church used by successive Presidents, and held a bible in his 
right hand. From my perspective this was a very provocative act especially given the 
scenes across America following the racist murder of George Floyd, a practicing 
Christian, trying to put his life back on track. The anger and disbelief across Twitter from 
many Christian Church Leaders as well as many others was very much in evidence 
especially as Trump had threatened to use significant force to stop the rioting.    

As I was on my run on Tuesday morning, in the Outwoods, I could not remove the image 
of Trump, with the bible in his hand, out of my head. I began reflecting that, despite my 
disbelief of his actions, we all use the bible, to a greater or lesser extent, to justify our 
stance on a variety of issues. We all read the bible through our own cultural lens. As we 
know the bible has been used in the past to justify issues like apartheid in South Africa as 
well as slavery. There have also been many Christians who fought for many years to 
overturn these injustices.  

However I also wondered if we have lost the art of allowing the bible to speak to us by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. The word of God is alive and active and sharper than a two 
edged sword. The word of God should penetrate deep into our hearts and lives. 

I have often wondered how we come to an authentic reading of scripture. Bishop Martyn 
recently spoke of his commitment to going back to the scriptures and searching the 
scriptures to try and discern the truth within the scriptures. He recognised that 
sometimes he gets the interpretation wrong however his commitment is not to leave the 
scriptures behind or have a selective reading of scripture but to allow the words, by the 
Holy Spirit, to penetrate his heart.  

Even though our lockdown is being gradually eased maybe we should renew our 
commitment to the scriptures and allow then to search and penetrate our own hearts to 
bring us to a deeper understanding of Christ by the power of his Holy Spirit.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Revd Michael Broadley 
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